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The Story So Far

Fast forward 200 years from
1810 when a small group of
non-conformists purchased a
plot of land a few miles to the
north east of Cambridge. That
fellowship of Lode Chapel is
now meeting every Sunday
morning at Bottisham Primary
School instead and prefers to
call itself RE:NEW.

The first steps towards this
significant change in the life of
in 20086,

when, as a follow up to the

our church began

Summer Holiday Bible Club,
we decided to cancel one of
our chapel services and in its
place hold a monthly outreach
service for families. The venue
for this event was the primary
school in Bottisham, the
biggest of the local villages.
The school is a familiar
location for many of the people
living in our community.

Over time this event has
evolved into what we now call
RE:NEW Kids Club, where
local children enjoy a lively
praise party, join in with a
variety of silly games and
listen to relevant teaching
about the Christian faith. At the

same time is RE:NEW Café

where, in a relaxed setting, the

adults chat over coffee and
cakes before watching, then
discussing, a short Christian
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Towards 2012: T h e

St or yhat:

the last few years in the life of Lode Chapel

You can see from 6 T h e

have been quite eventful. Simon Goddard
was called to be its 6 Mi n-ingtr @i rni
2005 and,

ordination in 2008, the church decided to

after his graduation and
invite him to be their full-time pastor. We
praise God that it has been possible to have
a minister for a much longer period than
originally anticipated, but despite the
generosity of church members, an ongoing
Baptist Home Mission grant, and funds from
chaplaincy to a local care home, the church
is facing significant financial challenges in
2012 and beyond.

We would appreciate you praying for us as,
without significant changes in our income,
the church will be unable to provide Simon
with a stipend beyond the summer of next
year. Since moving to the school we have
been pleased to welcome at least three new
families into the fellowship. There are also a
couple of individuals enquiring about
baptism. These early signs of growth have
been encouraging, but we believe that God
still has much more in store for us.

One major reason for our struggle is an
expenditure of over £8,000 a year which is

incurred because thec hur ch ownea
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manse. Instead this amount has to be paid
out in rent. Although ideally the church
would like to purchase a suitable property,
without sufficient reserves for a deposit, or
certainty about future income, this is not
possible at the present time.

Whilst the church is committed to sharing
the good news of Jesus Christ whether or
not it has a paid minister, it realises how
much more effective it can be with someone
who is set apart to lead and facilitate the
fellowship in its ministry and mission. It is
also keenly aware of how important such
leadership is during this period of transition
in the churchoés 1ife
We praise God for the way that many within
the congregation are so actively engaged in
the ministries of the church i whether this is
in the creche and chi | dr end s in

music, service-leading or hospitality.
Currently, however, we do also lack the
human resources to adequately support and
disciple the group of young people who, like
everyone else in RE:NEW, are an important
part of our church community. Nevertheless,
we continue to trust in Jesus! As William
Carey put it: whilst attempting great things
for God, we are also expecting to see great

things from the One who is always faithful.



http://www.lodechapel.org.uk/
http://www.re-new.me.uk/

Chapel Blessings
One common question we
have been asked since
moving our morning services
to Bottisham Primary School
t he AL
now empty and unused?0

The

isabout

simpl e an
We still hold at least two
evening services there each
month. Sacred Space is a
contemplative-style  service
held on the first Sunday of the
month, and Healing Space,
on the third Sunday, is an
opportunity for people to
receive prayer ministry.
Increasingly  people are
realising what a peaceful
location the Chapel is in and
are coming to use it as a
venue for church away days
and prayer retreats. In
partnership with local Baptist
minister Rev. Tricia Troughton
we are also able to offer
regular Quiet Days.

In addition, the Chapel is well

used during the week by a

variety of organisations, such

as a local photographic club
and the Lode Monkey toddler
group. Whilst we would like to
have the funds necessary to
develop the building i we
have outside toilets which are
not accessible to the disabled
i we nonetheless praise God
that the Chapel continues to

be a blessing to many.

re:NEWS

The Story So Far (continued from front page)

From the outset there has been an ecumenical dimension to RE:NEW. Between 2007 and

2010 Rev. Jonathan Dowman, the curate of the local Anglican Benefice, and his wife

{ Emma, made a significant contribution to these events. We have also been joined by a

| number of students at Ridley Hall in Cambridge, who were placed with us as part of their

pioneer ministry training with the Church of England.
t he 20009, as we God

that He was calling us make bold steps for the sake of mission. To this end, and after much

Towards end of sought
discussion, the fellowship voted unanimously to move all of our Sunday morning services to
Bottisham Primary School. On 14™ February 2010, as Lode Chapel celebrated its
bicentenary, the Baptist Regional Minister and the Bishop of Huntingdon joined us to thank
God for the past, and to ask for His blessing as we began to meet weekly at the school.

Kids Club and RE:NEW Café continue to be the way we gather together on the second
Sunday of each month, and on the other Sundays we meet as RE:NEW for contemporary
worship, Bible teaching and prayer. Every week we offer a créche for the under 5s as well
as providing groups for young people and a growing number of primary aged children. We

also meet during the week socially and for discipleship in a variety of small aroups.

A Time to Pray & Fast

At a recent church meeting we decided to set aside a weekend at the end of September for
fasting, prayer, reflection and discussion about the future of the fellowship. We would
especially appreciate your prayers for us over that weekend, and if you are able we would
be keen for you to join us at the prayer event on the Friday evening.

- Friday 23" September i Lode Chapel will be open from 6pm until 10pm for individual
prayer, although we will be gathering together to pray between 7.30pm and 9.00pm.

- Saturday 24" September i Church members and regular attenders will be spending
the day discussing and praying about the future, concluding with a meal together at 6pm.

- Sunday 25" September - The weekend will conclude with the 6 Bi g Wela

special invitation service at Bottisham Primary School from 10.30ami 11.45am.

Stand With Us: Please join with us in these specific prayer requests
1. Godbs

for the future, revealing to us His priorities and the path that He wants us to take.
2.Godods

and know Godd s

Gu i Rlemase pray that God would be clearly guiding us as we seek His will

P r b Rleaseiprayithat we would experience the blessing of the Holy Spirit,
p r o vterrms ob Iabourers in the harvest as well as in the financial
resources necessary for the work that He is calling us to do.

3.6o0d 6s GPleaseypraythatwe woul d see Godods

glory ¢
through an encounter with God, and our community is transformed by the gospel of Christ.

We value your prayers and encourage you to contact us if you feel God is speaking to you about our
situation. You can send an email to simon.goddard@re-new.me.uk or call Simon on (01223) 812881.
Alternatively, if you want to write to us, our postal address is: Lode Chapel, High Street, Lode,
Cambridge, CB25 9EW. To support us financially you can send cheques (payableto6 L o d e Cth
this same addressi d on 6 t to et us know if

forget you g

benefit from your donation by sending you a Gift Aid form. God bless you as you stand with us.
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